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Family reunited with war Held by mom Pte Jessica Mullen of 1RCHA, one-year-old Cash Mullen had a big smile for his dad, Sgt Josh Mathers of 2PPCLI,
during a Dec. 11 chaulk. Sgt Mathers returned home from the final rotation of Op ATTENTION. For more see a photo essay on
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Brandon Br.#3 Royal Canadian Legion
has meat draws every Friday & Saturday,
bingo in hall on Thursdays,
special events, dinners, and more!

ALL Military members and
spouses are welcome.
Children are welcome with
parents.

Come see what the Legwn is all about at
560 _ Bth St East.

INTER-COMM
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Brandon Cemetery in the veterans section.

Saturday, February 8:30am-4:3

Shilo Stag

While he might have seemed gruff on the exterior,
young soldiers who mentored under Sgt Dave Lucas
concede he was also soft-hearted when it came to the
soldiers under his tutelage with 3SRCHA.

Lucas, a regular fixture at Base activities including
last November’s Remembrance Day and December’s
Canoe River memorial ceremonies, died Dec. 28 at his
Sprucewoods home. He was 80.

“Dave was an artillery icon. His first encounter with
myself was as the number one of a 105mm gun de-
tachment,” recalled Roger Eppert in his condolence
written on the Memories Chapel website.

“My first impressions ‘who is this madman and
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Afixture at Base events, the late Dave Lucas salutes his fallen comrades from the Korean War during the 2013
Remembrance Day ceremony at L25. He died Dec. 28, with his graveside ceremony today (Jan. 16) at the

Photo by Jules Xavier

Final salute for veteran Gunner

why is he yelling at me.” Beyond his gruff personality
was a soft-hearted father-type who looked after the
underdog.

“Many young Gunners have looked up to him for
advice and Dave never let them down. He was a dedi-
cated hunter and enjoyed his passion while maintain-
ing high morals in what he harvested. He enjoyed
teaching young people in weapons handling and
hunting courses as he thought this to be important to
prepare the next generation.”

He added, “What I will miss the most is his ener-
getic and humorous stories over the years of some un-
witting officer, sergeant major or Gunner whom had
done something to warrant the memories.”

Born on Aug. 16, 1933 in Wilcox, Sask., Mr. Lucas
was the son of the John and Rosalina Lucas. He served
in the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) for 38 years, and
settled in Sprucewoods following his retirement.

A member of the Korean War Veterans of Canada,
Mr. Lucas was predeceased by his wife Shirley in
2004. He is survived by his daughter Susan Banks,
and grand-daughters Jennifer and Melissa.

Another buddy will miss his friend when it comes
to their annual hunting forays in the fall.

“I will miss our outings sitting on our “hunting
stools” out in the cattle pasture where we “harassed’
the many gophers which provided target practice for
us,” wrote Wes Hockley.

“Our conversations where we reflected upon our
own lives, both past and present; local and world
events and, in general, solving all of the problems
plaguing our world. Of course every hunting outing
by us in the pasture was not one of peace and quiet for
there were moments when the solitude was broken by
the ‘bark’ of Dave’s Tikka .223.

“I still remember the first time I heard it go off and
I was surprised at the noise this rifle made as it fired
its deadly missile at some unsuspecting gopher some
75 metres or more down range. I recall one of our first
rather successful gopher hunts where we decimated a
host of gophers and I wondered aloud to Dave upon
how many gophers we dismissed from the field.

“His answer stunned me at first, but as our gopher
hunts continued I soon realized his answer was nei-
ther boastful nor arrogant in any way for he said that
he’d tell me after he got home and counted his empty
cartridges.

See SOLDIERS page 3
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One of the last events the late Dave Lucas (saluting front right) attended on Base
was the annual Canoe River Memorial parade held on a freezing Friday morning

back in late November. Photo by Jules Xavier

Soldiers recall mentorship
from ‘gruff’ 3RCHA sergeant

From Page 2

“Dave Lucas loaded all of my rifle cartridges of many varying calibers, repaired,
fixed and looked after my firearms as the occasions arose, advised me, looked af-
ter me, taught me and most of all, was my special friend.”

Lorraine McConnell said you could always count on Mr. Lucas when it came to
his gun knowledge, or dealing with wildlife.

“He offered some great advice when it came to dealing with guns left in my par-
ents estate,” she wrote. “And the day I found the beaver in a ditch at the end of our
street, Dave was the first person I went to. He wouldn’t let me call conservation
because he was afraid they would shoot him.

“After some planning Dave managed to throw a big plastic box over the beaver,
who was getting a little cranky, then he sat on it. I almost busted a gut laughing,
as he looked up at me I said ‘Okay, now what are you going to do Dave?” He
shrugged his shoulders and smiled. A few other neigﬁbours showed up and they
managed to get the beaver into a dog kennel and into the back of Dave’s truck. He
drove off and released him in the swamp.”

I will miss seeing Dave around, peace to him and all who knew him.

WO Al Dunham knew Mr. Lucas in and out of uniform.

“In the past years, I have had the honour of working on veterans issues and I
made use of Dave’s guidance and knowledge many times,” he wrote. “This sol-
dier served Canada in Korea, Vietham and the Cold War. All of us that served with
him are better for it. We will remember.”

Andre and Wendy Lorrain will miss his army stories, especially around Nov. 11.

“For the past few years we have made an effort to attend Remembrance Day
services in Shilo with Uncle Dave,” the Lorrains wrote. “The services reminded us
of the realities of war and the cost of freedom still being fought today.

“We most enjoyed our time with Dave as he told his army and hunting stories. A
common thread prevailed through his stories which was the importance in devel-
oping enduring relationships and living each day to the fullest. Dave has fought
many battles in life and now has fought his last. He has fought the good fight and
served his country well. Rest in peace Uncle Dave.”

Dean Clarke wrote, “RIP, Dave. You were an inspiration to many a Gunner and
will be truly missed.”

Another Gunner who won’t soon forget Mr. Lucas is Mike MacRae.

“I first met Dave as a young Gunner in 1976 upon my posting to the Regiment.
Sgt Dave Lucas was an imposing figure at first,” recalled MacRae. “However, he
soon became a great mentor and a great, great friend. I greatly enjoyed our many
chats over the years and will miss them. Dave made an impact on my life and
many others who passed his way. Rest in peace my friend, you will be missed.”

The same goes for Mel Neville, who initially met Mr. Lucas in 1979 when he was
a young soldier with 3RCHA.

“He was a firm, but fair man that kept me on my toes. I will always remember
when he made me scrub the latrines at the end of RV 81 as I had played a rather
cruel joke on a friend. [It was] punishment deserved by me,” wrote Neville.

“I recall my friend Ben dating his daughter Sue and the eye Dave would give
us when we would show up at his place. Dave was an excellent regimental duty
sergeant, and passed on his wisdom.”

RCA Museum director Marc George will also miss sharing army stories with
Mr. Lucas.

“I met him as a young officer in Shilo and most recently have enjoyed our an-
nual breakfasts together after the Canoe River Memorial Service,” he wrote on the
Brandon funeral home website.

Another former 3RCHA soldier reflected on his introduction to the regimental
duty sergeant.

“I met Dave in April 1976 upon my posting to 3RCHA,” wrote Jerry Jackson.
“He was my mentor throughout my career and an outstanding Gunner, friend
and man. He will be sorely missed by the community and the many military per-
sonnel that knew him. His love of the outdoors and wildlife will always be one of
the most compassionate memories [I have] of Dave.”

A graveside ceremony will be held in the veterans section of the Brandon Ceme-
tery this afternoon (Jan. 16 at 1:30 p.m.), with CFB Shilo’s Padre Albert Lee, former
chaplain to 11 Field Artillery Regiment, officiating.

The graveside farewell will be followed by a gathering at the Sprucewoods
Community Hall to remember and celebrate this Gunner’s life from 2:30 to 4 p.m.
Flowers are gratefully declined. Donations in memory of Mr. Lucas may be made
to Ducks Unlimited of Canada, No. 2 - 545 Conservation Dr., Brandon, MB, R7A
7L8.
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Idahoan ®
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This newspaper is issued by authority of LCol Stephen Joudrey
Base Commander, CFB Shilo. The views expressed herein are
not necessarily those of the Department of National Defence or
of the editorial staff. The editorial staff reserves the right to edlit,
to abridge, to reject copy or advertising to adhere to the policy,
as outlined in CFAQ 57-5, and for clarity and/or content.

The Shilo Stag is produced every second Thursday.

Deadline for submissions is the Thursday prior to the
week of publication. Submissions can be sent to the Stag
via email at stag@mymts.net, dropped off at the Stag of-
fice located in CANEX or via Inter-base mail.

Submitting articles and photos for print:

* Please submit articles as a MS Word Document.

* Include the author’s full name, rank, unit and contact information.
* Include photos with your articles whenever possible,
however, do not embed photos in word documents.

* Please submit photos as high resolution jpegs (if
scanned 300 dpi), digital images or in hard copy format.

» With photos, include a caption that names the individu-
als in the photo; what is taking place; and the name,
rank, and unit of the photographer.

Follow the Shilo Stag on
Facebook by visiting:
http://www.facebook.com/ShiloSTAG
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@ SHILO & :
UNITED WAY
CAMPAIGN

CFB Shilo’s annual United Way campaign was at 70 per cent in late fall. When final donations were counted
recently the 2013 campaign showed the Base raised $50,608.94, or 128 per cent of the goal.

Photo by Jules Xavier

Great work earns BComd kudos

Happy New Year to all. Before we
get too far into 2014, I wanted to make
a point of commenting on some com-
munity successes that wrapped up in
late 2013 and dole out some recogni-
tion for some great work.

The Shilo United Way Campaign
was a huge success.

This year’s objective had a primary
and alternate goal. The primary goal
was 100 per cent canvassing across all
of the units on this Base.

That was achieved.

An alternate goal was the raising of
$40,000 in donations.

This was the same “target” as 2012,
but with a considerable number of our
folks deployed during the bulk of the
campaign, the United Way committee
and I chose to leave our goal at $40,000.

The final total raised in Shilo was $50,608.94, or 128
per cent of our goal.

This was solely the result of a collaborative effort
with the units, various organizations within the com-
munity (i.e. specific recreation clubs, MFRC, CFHA,
the two chapels and the Shilo and Region Service
Club), and the leadership of some junior leaders in all
of the units across the Base.

We will be conducting a cheque presentation cer-
emony with the chair of the
WestMan United Way com-
mittee towards the end of
the month. Thank-you and
well done to all of those who
worked hard canvassing, or-
ganizing group events and
contributing to the Shilo cam-
paign.

I would also like to high-
light another resounding suc-
cess here in Shilo — Opera-
tion RED NOSE.

This was the second year of
the community-based effort in
planning, supporting and exe- TYSON
cuting Operation RED NOSE. Ina  grRAUND
time when regulations governing
such non-profit efforts are mak-
ing it challenging for smaller communities to conduct
this program, in Manitoba the Shilo program has been
lauded as a resounding success.

The “numbers” for this year’s program show that
indeed, it was very successful.

I highlight the following as the key
data from Shilo’s program ending on
New Year’s Eve — 2013 stats are below,
with the 2012 information following in
parenthesis:

Rides: 206 (116)

Donations: $1,600 ($900)

Volunteer positions required: 148
(111)

Number of volunteers: 98 (42)

To the organizers and volunteers we
owe a debt of gratitude and thanks as
a community. The positive impact of
your selfless efforts to provide others
with a safe alternative to getting behind
the wheel after they have been drinking
is immeasurable.

I will say that the option to use Op-
eration RED NOSE to take each of us
home to the “PMQ Patch,” Sprucewoods, Wawane-
sa, Carberry, Douglas or Brandon made events like
Christmas parties, at homes, appreciation dinners,
New Year’s Eve, and others more enjoyable and safe.

While figures can always be used for measuring
different effects, I have chosen to believe that these
numbers demonstrate an increased understanding of
the utility and value of this resource to avoid drunk
driving.

The education of the community and the “mar-
keting” of this program will continue to grow with
each year. Our key partners in
this effort included: Manitoba
Safety Services — the provin-
cial campaign lead, MLCC,
MB Public Insurance and MTS.

To these organizations I also
say, thank-you.

In closing, I want to send a
big “shout out” and personal
thank-you to Tyson Braund
and William Greer.

They are champs. These two
fine young men did a great job
hand-delivering copies of the

WILLIAM Stag and the CFB Shilo At A

GREER Glance publications to the “PMQ

Patch.” CFB Shilo is not the kind-

est of climates, but these two Stag

paperboys never complain and do their jobs with en-
thusiasm and smiles.

Their efforts throughout 2013 are just a couple of ex-
amples of how many people served to help make this
community better.

Pick up your FREE copy at any of the following locations:

Brandon Forbidden Flavours Country Club (Rick’s)
Safeway ANAF All Messes

Brandon Armoury CEB Shilo Carberry

Women'’s Resource Centre - Town Centree.  CANEX Mall East Side Service
Mall Forbidden Flavours Carberry Legion
Royal Cdn Legion Branch No. 3 Shilo Community Centre Douglas

Sobey’s GSH General Store

Minnedosa
Minnedosa Legion
Sprucewoods
The Shilo Inn

340 Esso
Wawanesa

Lucky Dollar
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Base Engineering garners hamper award

MFRC

all of the units. We were

Special

The Christmas hampers came in
all shapes and sizes: from a Santa-
sized sleigh; a life-sized display
right out of The Grinch; a com-
pletely recyclable snowman full of
gifts; and a tree built from shelves
stocked with food.

During the 2013 festive season,
so many units put a tremendous
effort into the decoration and pro-
motion during the annual Shilo
Christmas hamper program.

There were 39 collection boxes
located at 25 units on Base. In the
end, we helped a minimum of 94
people in 19 families have a more
bountiful Christmas.

We estimate the average hamper was 200 pounds
of food, which meant 3,800 pounds of food was do-
nated locally. Additional provisions were shared with
Samaritan House in Brandon which assist families in
and around the Shilo area year round.

If that's not amazing enough, the community
pulled together to donate the perfect number of toys/
gifts for children ages 17 and younger. Thirty-four
boys and 22 girls received a gift through the hamper
program toy drive at the MFRC.

A project of this magnitude really demonstrates the
strong sense of community we enjoy at CFB Shilo.
Your caring and generosity impacted so many with
the blessings of a bountiful Christmas in 2013.

Meanwhile, a special thanks to IRCHA A Bty B
troop. They spent a morning retrieving hampers from

Policing stats show Base [ —
PMQs are safe to call home

With the advent of 2014,
it seems appropriate to look
back on 2013 and highlight
some great successes of our
community safety.

Shilo continues to be
among Manitoba’s safest
communities in which to
live, work, or play.

Statistics on community
safety as it relates to polic-
ing can be derived from two

CANADIAN

Vi

The Military Police
NOTEBOOK

Renée Maillet of the MFRC sits in front
of the winning hamper winners — for the
second consecutive year Base Engineer-
ing’s administrative department. On hand
for the presentation were Padre Lee,
Wendy Hamilton, Karen Simmons, Vera
Tobin and Maj Reg Sharpe.

thrilled to have the man-
power, and involve our CAF
members in the team spirit
this program entails. As they
say “many hands make light
work” and these guys went
above and beyond.

This year, tﬁ]e MEFRC asked
for the community’s support
in selecting our Hamper
Champs. After a Facebook
vote on the Shilo MFRC
page, people have spoken.

The honours go to — two
years running — to the Base
CE administration depart-
ment. Their life-sized igloo
overflowed with toys, food,
and goodies; enough to fill
two half tonne trucks.

They also raised funds through a pork pull meal
held at Engineering Services. Monetary donations
help us supplement our hampers with fresh goods
and turkeys so that each family can enjoy a traditional
Christmas dinner. Cash donations reached $1,687.25.

We applaud the efforts of everyone who offered
support to the 2013

Photo submitted

Visit our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/ShiloSTAG/

s

Christmas Hamper drive.
The chaplain team and
the Shilo MFRC are here
to support military fami-
lies year round. Stay
in touch by joining our
Facebook community, or
by checking our website
www.familyforce.ca.

great options for safe
travel.

Minor property crime,
generally the theft of
roperty at a low value
under $5,000) continues
to be observed at a low
rate but is problematic in
some areas of the Base.

Remember to lock
cars, houses, and per-
sonal lockers at work.

conditions.

What is 511?

government.

Plan to arrive safely.

Weather or hot.

Use the 511 service to get ~q

updates on the condition of
Manitoba’s roads and highways.

Manitoba weather can change quickly, and so can road

Use the 511 service to get updates on road and highway
conditions before you leave home this winter.

511 is a road information service operated by the Manitoba

sources. First reports the

Military Police generate information for
the National Uniformed Crime Report
system, a standard set of codes used by
all police to compare criminality across
jurisdictions. Many statistics you see or
hear in mass media typically come from
the Uniformed Crime Report.

Secondly, the Military Police have
used an online database for the collec-
tion of information for 14 years. Using
this database offence types and dates
can be searched, and compared with
one another to observe trends.

Both of these report types show a de-
crease in all forms of criminality in our
community.

Violent crime levels continue to be
incredibly low, family violence is re-
ported below the national average, and
impaired driving has been very sharply
reduced the past three years.

This past holiday season saw an in-
crease in Operation Red Nose users by
80 per cent and many are making the
great choice to take advantage of the
free Shilo courtesy shuttle when it is not
safe to drive.

Designated drivers, taxis, and walk-
ing when the weather allows remain

This very simple step
will assist in the virtual elimination of
simple property crime in Shilo.

Do not forget — locks are available at
the front counter of the General Strange
Hall (GSH) if you forget a lock at the
gym.

Our community has also benefited
from great social networks between
residents. Many issues which could
have demanded police intervention
were solved informally, leading to bet-
ter quality of life for many.

This willingness to discuss problems
and seek solutions through means other
than law enforcement is a characteristic
many communities are envious of.

As mental health continues to be topi-
cal for both military members and civil-
ians it is important we continue to keep
a helpful eye on another.

We are looking forward to a safe 2014.

To learn more about the Military
Police follow us at facebook.com/Shi-
loCommunityPolice or swing by the
Community Police Centre at 30 Quebec
Cres.

Capt Dane Nicholson is Platoon Com-
mander 1 Military Police Regiment at CFB
Shilo

e Roadwork
® Road closures

You can access 511 by phone, mobile device or computer.
It provides you with information concerning:

® Road and highway conditions

Always available and free-of-charge

Call 511 for road conditions. You can also find road information
online at MB511.ca; mobile device users can use manitoba.ca.
Road closures are available on Twitter @MBGovRoads or by
email subscription.

NEVER USE 511 WHEN DRIVING.
HAVE A PASSENGER MAKE THE CALL OR
PULL OVER AND PARK BEFORE CALLING 511.

PapT—— T

Manitoba ¥
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Presented by his son Maj Reg Sharpe, retired WO Reginald Sharpe cherishes the Dead Man’s Penny his grandfather Pte Charles Sharp’s family received
after his death in Belgium during the First World War. Maj Sharpe received it from his second cousin Bonnie Champagne in Ottawa.

War memorabilia allows retired Gunner to connect
with Newfoundland soldier killed in First World War

Jules Xavier
Shilo Stag

Having never met his grandfather, recently retired
WO Reginald Sharpe became misty-eyed as he cra-
dled a Dead Man'’s Penny from the First World War.

“I'm touched by my son’s efforts to trace the family
tree, and then share my grandfather’s war artifacts,”
says Sharpe, who began his military career at CFB Shi-
lo when he arrived here in 1976 following basic train-
ing at Cornwallis, NS. He joined J Bty with 3RCHA.

Sharpe was back on the Base via CFB Gagetown
visiting last fall when he received the family war heir-
looms.

“This feels like a fairy tale that was 96 years in the
making. It's quite emotional for me. As a little boy I
was never able to meet my grandfather [Pte Charles
Sharp] because he never returned home after the war,
but now I have something tangible from that time
which I can touch ... this humanizes him as a person
as I hold these items. Holding this memorial plaque
I never thought in my life I'd get this close to this ...
you see them on eBay, but we never knew one existed
in the family.”

before he left Newfoundland on June
16, 1916 on the steamship SS Sicilian
to replenish the soldiers who had died
in all the Sommes battles, and a British
war medal.

These items were presented to Maj
Sharpe by his Ottawa-based second
cousin Bonnie Champagne, who re-
ceived them from her mother Susan
Whorrall via her great-grandmother
Mary Ellen Sharp — Charles’ sister.

“Bonnie presented me with the bi-
ble and medals within minutes of our
first meeting [last April],” recalls Maj
Sharpe. “In her opinion, she said I was
the blood relative and they belonged
to our family. This was totally unex-
pected and truly appreciated.”

He adds, “Something she said to
me that still rings home is ‘there are
people that must be rolling over in
their graves now. They tried to keep
the two sides of the family unknown
to each other, and we’ve brought them
together ... after 96 years

Even son Maj Reg Sharpe shed a few
tears as he reflected on what his 22-year-
old great-grandfather endured during
the Great War when he was on the battle-
field in Belgium 97 years ago.

“It was an emotional experience to set
foot in any Commonwealth cemetery,
but when you have a direct connection
to yourself there ... you don’t know
what to say,” recalls Maj Sharpe. “Look-
ing over his grave, I was reflecting on
what he must have gone through in that
war.”

The artifacts in question include the
Dead Man’s Penny, or memorial plaque,
a signed bible bearing a solemn message
Charles presented to his mother Margaret

CHARLES
SHARP

it’s time.””

The skeleton in the closet is the fact
Pte Sharp left for the Great War with-
out marrying his sweetheart, who was
pregnant with Sharpe’s father, aptly
named Charles. Annie Hawkins of Ste-
phenville Crossing would have been his
wife when he returned home from the
war. His son was born on Oct. 25, 1916.
Having enlisted in St. John’s on April 4,
1916, two months shy of his 21st birth-
day, the five-foot-eight Pte Sharp arrived
in Southampton, England after crossing
the Atlantic Ocean, so was not home for
his son’s birth. In fact, he would never
set foot on Newfoundland soil again.

Pte Sharp was wounded twice after arriv-

Maj Reg Sharpe looks at the
British war medal his great-
grandfather Charles Sharp
received following his death

on Oct. 17, 1917 in Belgium.
Photos by Jules Xavier

ing in Rouen, France, after joining the
First Battalion on Oct. 14, 1916 and
fighting the Germans in the muddy
trenches. His first battle wound oc-
curred on Jan. 29, 1917. He then con-
tracted the flu in Amiens on Feb. 17.
After recovery from both his wound
and illness, he returned to the Front
and was wounded a second time dur-
ing the Battle of Arras on April 11.

A third wound on Aug. 16 near
Steenbeck would prove fatal.

The following day Pte Sharp was
dead, his body strafed by machine-
gun fire in the chest, and right arm
and leg. He died in a casualty clear-
ing station. He lost his life during the
Battle of Langemarck — Aug. 16 to
18, 1917 — which was the second Al-
lied general attack of the Third Battle
of Ypres on the Western Front near the
Steenbeek River. The British Empire’s
objective for the Battle of Ypres and
use of soldiers from the Newfound-
land Battalion in 1917 was to capture
the Belgium coast. Annie Hawkins
would not learn about the death until a month later,
and it was not from Pte Sharp’s father.

“The letters and cards from Europe which had ar-
rived with regularity, suddenly stopped arriving ...
she feared the worst,” says Maj Sharpe.

The widow would not see a penny of Sharp’s mili-
tary pay, with his father George writing letters to se-
cure it. This caused a rift in the family, according to
Maj Sharpe, which was never mended. When he was
of age, Charles Hawkins took on his late father’s last
name, and added the ‘e’ to it. He would go on to have
16 of his own kids — with Sharpe the 13th born, and
only child to have a military career that spanned 38
years in Canada’s army as a Gunner.

See FAMILY page 7
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From Page 6

“ITwould ask my own dad [Charles]
about his father, but he never really
talked about him, even up to when
he died in 1999,” says Sharpe. “I did
ask him before he died why there are
two different spellings for Sharpe.
He said my grandmother [Annie
Hawkins] added the ‘e’ for being
catholic. If you were protestant, then
it was just the p’.”

How did Champagne hook up
with her second cousin? By chance
she was also researching her family
tree like Maj Sharpe. In a twist of fate,
while Googling “Charles Sharp” the
Nov. 8, 2012 edition of the Stag came
up featuring a story on Maj Sharpe
finding his great-grandfather’s First
World War grave near Poeperinghe,
Belgium.

After his death on Aug. 17, 1917, the private with
the Royal Newfoundland Regiment’s 1st Battalion
was interred in what is now the Dozinghem British
Military Cemetery.

“I almost died,” says Champagne of what her com-
puter screen showed when tl}:e Stag’s online edition
came up. “Right beside me on the couch was the same

Retired warrant officer Reginald Sharpe shows off his
grandfather’s British war medal.  Photos by Jules Xavier

Retired WO Reginald Sharpe has
added Pte Charles Sharp’s long-lost
war memorabilia to his own military
shadow box following a 38-year CAF
career as a Gunner.

photo I was now looking at on
the [screen]. We always sus-
pected [the photo] was Charles,
but it is so nice to know for
sure.”

She added, “My mother was
shocked to find out you [Maj
Sharpe] existed considering
she or the rest of our family
never knew about Annie.”

Champagne then contacted
Maj Sharpe via e-mail and a
meeting was set up when he
was in Ottawa for work.

“No one was ever told that
Charles had a son, so there was
some skepticism associated
with me claiming [in the Stag
article] to be a great-grandson,
which would have been im-
possible if he had not had chil-
dren,” says Maj Sharpe.

Confusing matters further was Champagne only
had half of Charles Sharp’s military service records,
while Maj Sharpe had the full dossier of 41 pages.

“The online version Bonnie used during her geneal-
ogy search had been vetted to remove any reference to
Annie Hawkins,” he says.

Born in Hearts Deligﬁt, Charles Sharp was the son

Family tree search uncovers soldier killed in battle

of George and Margaret Sharp of Trinity Bay, New-
foundland. He is commemorated on page 112 of the
Newfoundland Book of Remembrance.

It was this book which started Maj Sharpe’s initial
search for his great-grandfather after he obtained his
military records in 2001. The files proved fruitful, and
answered some of his unanswered questions put to
other family members.

A photo of the man which hung on his grandfather’s
wall was Maj Sharpe’s early exposure to a young sol-
dier who left his “railroading” job to be part of the
British Expeditionary Force (BEF{ when the Great War
was a few years old after it started on July 28, 1914.

The reason for this he would learn years later while
researching his great-grandfather’s legacy as a soldier
who made the supreme sacrifice for King and Coun-
try. Until then all he knew from what he was told was
Pte Sharﬁ “just disappeared in a swamp.”

Now the story is complete, with family members on
both sides of the fence now cognizant that a relative
long dead in a war to end all wars died from a hail of
machine-gun fire.

While Pte Sharp rests in a Belgium cemetery along-
side his comrades, the son he would never hold would
go on to have a long life and raise a large family on the
Rock.

Two cousins who never knew either existed, were
brought together thanks to a common interest in trac-
ing their family roots.

SAVE TODAY FOR

Which plan will you choose?

TFSA - RRSP - NRSP

Rely on your SISIP experts to select the right option for you!

|

INSURANCE -

FINANCIAL SECURITY TOMORROW

INVESTMENTS -

A division of CFM'WS
Une division des SBMFC

www.sisip.com

SAVINGS -

ADVICE
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Flu shot available to all militury members

Capt Keith Wilson
Special

HIN1 has received considerable attention in the
media recently, with increased cases being reported
across the country.

In Alberta in particular, almost 300 hospitalizations,
70 Intensive Care Unit admissions and nine deaths

have been attributed to HIN1. These numbers include
people who are young and healthy.

Although there have been limited reported cases of
HIN1 in Manitoba to date, the virus is easily spread
and may reach Manitoba yet.

This year’s flu vaccine is effective against the strain
of HINT that is circulating across the country. Previ-
ous HIN1 vaccination is not sufficient to protect you.
If you have already received the flu shot this year,

however, you do not need to get a new shot, it hasn’t
changed.

Influenza vaccination is available to all military
members at the Shilo Base Clinic in the community
health office room 1.048, every Wednesday from 1 to
3p.m.

I])Drop—ins are also welcome at any time.

Civilian and family members can attend local doc-
tor’s offices, walk-in clinics, ACCESS clinics and lo-

Y

In focu with Hugo

cal health clinics to get their flu shot. For more infor-

mation, call Health Links at 1-888-315-9257 or Public
Health Services at 204-578-2500.

Protect yourself now, get the flu shot.

For more information on the flu vaccine, visit www.
gov.mb.ca/health/flu/index.html

Capt Keith Wilson is medical officer with A/B Surg Shilo

Sgt Hugo Girouard, who instructs at 3 Canadian Division Training Centre C Coy, shows off the 2014 Base cal- Prior to leaving for CFB Edmonton to compete in Ex

endar featuring his cover — a night visual of the German tank in a winter scene from 2013. If you would like a

Strong Contender, the Base ball hockey team honed

copy of the Base calendar drop by the Stag in CANEX, or visit the BComd LCol Stephen Joudrey. The colourful their skills with a scrimmage game at the GSH. The
calendar is full of colourful photos taken at CFB Shilo in 2013, as well as a list of major events planned for 2014.
Photo by Jules Xavier

Ground Force Traihing is looking for

INSTRUCTORS

RETIRED MSE OPS OR COMBAT ENGINEERS

Ground Force Training is looking for heavy equipment
and snowplow instructors in Alberta, Saskatchewan and
Manitoba.We are the largest on-site heavy equipment
and snowplow training company in Canada and the
us.

Known for our high standards of training, top quality
professional instructors and passion for excellence, we
are looking for retired military members who would like
to work between 15 and 30 weeks a year.

Some Travel Required. If you enjoy instructing, send us
an email or give us a call and we will contact you.
Phone: 905-253-0158
Toll Free: 888-712-2090
e-mail: info@gfti.ca
www.groundforcetraining.com

Base team opened competition with two wins, and a

draw. Photo Jules Xavier

Credit Union Ltd
First in Our Community

RRSP use may increase
comfort and relaxation
upon retirement.

Open your RRSP online today!

WMe
@ estoba

Credit Union Ltd
First in Our Community
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Bodybuilder Cpl Blair Klassen (left) salutes during the 2013 Remembrance Day ceremony. Five-year-old Joey
and seven-year-old Zeth (right) hold their dad’s third-place trophy following Cpl Blair Klassen’s first bodybuild-

ing competition held in Brandon last September.

Photo by Jules Xavier/Bodybuilder photo submitted

Sculpting the body requires dedication

Jules Xavier
Shilo Stag

Training to be a bodybuilder for five different fit-
ness federations has been a boon to Cpl Blair Klas-
sen’s military career.

“In 2010, I struggled with alcohol, drugs, and sui-
cide ... it was not that I wanted to kill myself, but I
was quite depressed,” recalls Cpl Klassen. “My Cana-
dian Armed Forces (CAF) 2PPCLI family sent me to
a rehabilitation centre, then watched over and some-
times carried me for two years of sobriety.

“My brothers and sisters in arms continue to have
my best interests at heart to a degree that cannot be
measured. Everything I experienced at the battalion
enabled me and sometimes forced me to always be-
come better in every aspect of my life.

“This provided the most solid mental, emotional,
and physical foundation, enabling me to overcome
any task to a perfectionist’s standard. I owe a lot of
my success as a father, husband, friend, bodybuilder
and business manager to the soldiers of CFB Shilo.”

What turned Cpl Klassen’s life around, besides the
support of the military, was his interest in bodybuild-
ing. He already enjoyed working out, but why not do
more with the weight training.

At his first competition in late September in Bran-
don, the amateur finished third out of 10 competitors
at the International Drug Free Athletics Federation
(IDFA) Manitoba Classic.

“As an amateur, I'm proud of what I did in coming
in third place,” he says. “This was not easy, especially
it being my first competition. Bodybuilding is gruel-
ling, and tough. I went without water [to drink] for
three days prior to the competition.”

What was it like standing on stage in front of the
judges, plus 20 colleagues from CFB Shilo who ar-
rived to cheer him on?

“I can tell you I was scared,” he says. “It was not
easy being up in front of that many people, plus hav-
ing guys from the Base showing up to support me.”

With his first competition in the books, Cpl Klassen

is planning to compete again in the pro ranks in the
spring of ‘14 if it can be worked out with his military
job.
] “It would not be easy if I was still with the regiment
because of the work schedule, but since I OT’d to Base
side, I can watch my diet, which is something you
cannot do when you are out in the field. As a body-
builder, you have to monitor your diet, so you are eat-
ing all the time. That’s not easy when you are out on
an exercise and eating [rations].”

Cpl Klassen is also sculpting his body without the
use of steroids, which he knows are used based on
hearing and seeing it done by guys looking to gain an
edge when it comes to muscle mass.

But this mass is noticeable, especially in a short pe-
riod of time, versus training witﬁ weights and having

the proper diet to build muscle.

“To be humble, I want to do this with no steroids,
or drinking protein shakes. I want to improve on my
lean mass for the next time,” he says.

“My goal is to add another 10 to 15 pounds of lean
mass, so instead of competing at 180 pounds as I did
this time, I'd like to be up around 190 to 195.”

Which means he’ll be downing 5,000 to 6,000 calo-
ries a day. Don’t expect a plate of Big Macs on his din-
ner plate. He eats his protein — not drinks it.

Moving on to the pro division because he finished
top-five will mean he will be up against his own coach.
Cpl Klassen, 28, has turned his life around because of
his mentorship from personal trainer/dietician, and
posing instructor Kevin Frost of Simply Fit Canada.

Competing in the IDFA, having Frost as coach has
benefited him in changing his body. Wearing his work
uniform you would not know he had a washboard
stomach or thigh muscles that rippled when he was in
his first pose down on the stage for the judges.

“During the next eight to 10 years I will iive all of
me into gaining the Mr. Pro Universe title,” he says of
his goals in bodybuilding, “then onto win the Arnold
Classic.”

Joining the CAF in 2008, Cpl Klassen left the battal-
ion to change his trade from infantry to plumbing. But
until an opening in the plumbing trade becomes avail-
able he’s working out of Base headquarters as the as-
sistant to the assistant for Base RSM CWO James Dop-
ﬁler. He credits CWO Doppler as the key to enabling

im to pursue his life changing experience, especially
when he’s heavy into his training regime.

“Bodybuilding is not just lifting weights and doing
your workouts,” he says. “There is a lot you need to
know about diet.”

He added, “The people I work for [at headquarters]
allowed me to work my training and diet into my
work schedule. I can’t thank them enough.”

The father of three recalls why he left a lucrative job
working the rigs in Alberta to serve his country.

“I wanted to do something my daughter would be
proud of,” he explains.

“It was good money, but I left that world because I
did not want my daughter hearing from her friends
that her dad was a ‘rig pig’. That was hard on her [be-
ing teased].”

When it comes to his diet, Cpl Klassen is a fan of
salmon and rice, but dislikes ﬁaving to consume a
boiled chicken breast.

“It’s nasty ... like eating a rubber tire, but you have
to do it a week before your competition,” he says.

With Sapper Antoine Watts helping with his poses,
Cpl Klassen is proudest of the sculpting he’s done to
his muscles in the legs, chest and back. In the weight
room, he wants to add more muscle definition to iis
calves and shoulders.

“I have been enjoying this, but starting out you
learn as you go, and there’s always room for improve-
ment for me,” he says.

.........................................

-------------------------

Shilo Theatre

qqqqqqqqqqqqqqqq

(Located in the General Strange Hall) - =

Jan. 17 Rush, Rated G -

Jan. 24 Cloudy With a Charce of Meatballs Il Rated G =

Jan. 31 Elysium, Rated 14A .

Children aged 10 and younger require adult supervision at all times. .: .:

Allmovies start at 6:30 p.m. Doors open at 6:15 p.m. 5=:

Doors open 15 minutes prior to movie start time :
For more info, contact the community :

recreation office at 204-765-3000 ext 3317/3588

GSH Bowling Alley

Open bowling for all ages
Wednesday 6 to 8 p.m.
Saturday 2 to 4 p.m.

Adult: $2.50 per game
Youth: $2.25 per game
Child: $2 per game
Shoe rental: 75 cents

Prices subject to tax
Ask about Glow bowling
birthday parties!

For more info
call the community
recreation office
at 204-765-3000
ext 3317 or 3588

Cliff Cullen, MLA

Spruce Woods Constituency

Constituency Office:

Box 129, Glenboro, MB. ROK OXO
Phone (204) 827-3956

Toll Free: 1-866-702-1241

Fax: (204) 827-3957

E-mail: ccullenmla@mts.net
Website: www.cliffcullen.com

Wbene & ‘Wellee?

Somewhere on the pages of this Shilo
Stag is a picture of Willie, the Wheat
Kings mascot.
Tell us on what
page, in what
particular
advertisement
Willie was

found and
correctly answer
the following
skill-testing
question for
your chance to
win two tickets
to an upcoming
Wheat Kings
home game in Brandon.

¥

r- === == =--"=-1

| Entry Form |
Name:

| Address: |
Phone:

I Page #, ad: I

I

I

| Answer to skill-testing question:
What ship did Pte Charles Sharp sail on leaving Newfoundland?

Cut out your entry form and fax it to 204-765-3814, or scan it
and e-mailtostag@mymis.netor dropit off atthe Stag’s office

at CANEX. Drawwill be made onthe Monday priorto game day.
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There were plenty of hugs, kisses and tears as soldiers returned to
CFB Shilo during the last two chaulks of 2013. After spending six
months in Afghanistan in support of Operation ATTENTION, Shilo-
based soldiers arrived home in time to celebrate Christmas with
family and friends.
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Live healthy in 2014

Maj Patrick Chabot
Special

Do you need help in order to achieve

your resolutions?

As we have approached a new year, [am
sure some of you have made resolutions
about improving your health. I want to
ensure that the Shilo military population
are aware of how, at the 11 CF Health Ser-
vices Centre, we can help you to achieve

those goals.

I have asked the majority of my depart-

O\ nmusic services
* RECORDED
Dance Music
* KARAOKE
¢ LiGHTING & SounD
RENTALS & SALES
* BanpD AGENTS
e Sounp
REINFORCEMENT
Douc Koo,

OWNER
204-726-0794

BRANDON, MB

Fax: 204-728-0055
|Lookmusic@wcgwave.ca|

The Base’s trauma bay is ready in
case a patient requires medical atten-

ments to tion.
contribute

to help you

Photo submitted

achieve those goals by writing articles regarding the
services they offer — for example, the senior preven-
tive medicine technician, pharmacist, case manager,
physiotherapist, community health nurse, social
worker, just to name a few. I anticipate articles found
in the Stag will provide useful information and will
encourage Shilo officers and soldiers to take advan-
tage of their Health Care Services Centre.

I ask that the Chains of Command’s place the
health of their subordinates as a priority. My Acting
Base Surgeon, Capt Wilson, as well as I are available
to answer any questions related to our services.

We will continue throughout the year to put the
well-being of our patients first.

We are currently working on different projects in
order to improve our services. We are now sending
mental health providers to some unit lines.

As the Commanding Officer (CO), I will ensure
that my unit is providing what Shilo military per-

Guild

INSURANCE BROKERS Inc

P [ty VW LD 1 [
\._,._.1,,1..44;,31;,1”(?[1?1‘5‘%

ura

.3

sonnel deserve: the best
health care.

I encourage everyone
who is entitled to use our
services to take advan-
tage of what we can offer.

I wish everyone a
healthy year and look for-
ward to seeing you in our
unit lines.

Maj Patrick Chabot is CO
with CFB Shilo’s 11 Cana-
dian Forces Health Services
Centre

CLASSIFIED ADS

Email: stag@mymts.net . Phone 204-765-3000, ext 3013 - Fax204-765-3814

St. Barbara’s
Protestant Chapel
Sunday @ 10:30 a.m. with
Sunday school & nursery
Padre Lee - ext 3088
Padre Neil - ext 3090
Padre Olive - ext 6836
Padre Costen - ext 3381
Our Lady of Shilo
Roman Catholic Chapel
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday 12:05 p.m.
Confession by appointment
Padre Inienwe - ext 3089

$10 for first 20 words,
10¢ for each additional word
Deadline for next issue:

January 24 at noon
Free ads (non-commercial only)
restricted to members of the
CF, employees of CFB Shilo and the
citizens of the surrounding area.

Greg Steele, Canadian Fire-
arms Safety Course Instruc-
tor/Examiner ¢ Restricted
and Non-Restricted * Mani-
toba Hunter Safety Instruc-
tor. Courses offered at least
monthly and more often by
demand. January 25, 26, 27
Brandon. Examinations by ap-
pointment ¢ 204-725-1608 e e-
mail: ggs57@wcgwave.ca.
huntershooterguy.com

Nad’s Simply Clean For all
of your cleaning needs weekly,
bi-weekly, and monthly. Also
available for offices, contract
cleanup and single occasions.
Receipts provided.
204-573-1509.

Employment

Clerk/Cashier (part time/per-
manent), wage $11.12 - $13.05/
hr. Visit www.cfmws.com or
contact  npthrshilo@cfmws.
com for further details.

We buy and sell good used
furniture/appliances and we
deal in coins and coin/stamp
supplies. People’s Market
Place, 32-13th St., Brandon,
204-727-4708.

Advertise with us!
To place an ad, e-mail
hollysralph@gmail.com
orcall
765-3000 ext 3013

Man of many hats

Greg Steele on target
when it comes to firearm
instruction in Manitoba

Jillian Driessen
Shilo Stag

Greg Steele is a man who wears many
hats.

Historian, instructor, and Papa are
three of the many hats he dons. He
can now add regional director of the
Canadian Shooting Sports Association
(CSSA) to his hat rack.

“We [CSSA] are a professional as-
sociation and lobby group. We do two
things. We provide information to
regulators so they can make the best
laws possible. We also provide infor-
mation to our membership and citizens
at large,” says Steele of the association
to which has actively pursued him as a
director for several years.

“I see my role as being able to speak
locally and put forward good news. I'd
like to be able to share news of young
shooters, of 15-year-olds competing at
the national level.”

The area which Steele is responsible
for as a regional director is not neces-
sarily marked on a map. He explains he
is one of three CSSA directors in Mani-
toba and each director is active in their
locale.

He considers Shilo to be “under his
wing.”

As a regional director, Steele will be
able to offer more information and ad-
vice to local shooters and hunters seek-
ing it — advice both on the provincial
and national level.

“The beauty of being connected na-
tion-wide is we can spread information
much easier from coast to coast,” he
says.

Steele says the shooting sports have
been recently invigorated with more
and more people taking on various
shooting hobbies. A difference he finds,
from the last decade.

Ten years ago many were deterred
from shooting sports by the changing
legislation, however, with the dust set-
tled, many individuals and families are
returning to and taking up the sport.

“I had a grandfather sign up with
three of his sons and five grandchil-
dren. The shooting sports are not dying
by any stretch of the imagination,” he
says.

“In each of the last five years, I've
done more training than the year be-
fore. It’s great. We don’t have a lot of
free weekends in the fall.”

Steele has been bringing firearms and
hunting safety courses to CFB Shilo for
several years.

“We have had a terrific relationship
with Shilo. The recreation co-ordinator
has made space available,” he offers.
“Even before being in touch with Brette
Olsen, we had a number of students
come to Brandon from the Base.

“We have really enjoyed being able to
come out and save people from driving
to Brandon.”

Steele offers several courses includ-
ing hunter safety, Canadian firearms,

and restricted firearms and has never
been busier.

Last year, Steele had 55 training days.

He offers the majority of his courses
on weekends to help accommodate
most people’s schedules.

As he approaches retirement from
his full-time job, he may begin to of-
fer classes throughout the week should
there be an increase in demand.

To ensure numbers for courses, he
likes to work with local recreation di-
rectors to schedule courses and loca-
tions — a method which keeps Steele
connected and very busy.

Busy does not concern Steele.

He ﬁas a deep appreciation for shoot-
ing sports and hunting. Steele took his
first hunter safety course 45 years ago
and, as a memento, still keeps his first
certificate.

In addition to instructing firearms
courses, Steele is a dedicated and very
active historian.

Since 1994, he has served as a mod-
el of “living history” visiting schools,
fairs, public presentations, and even in-
ternments from Manitoba to British Co-
lumbia dressed in a period Northwest
Mounted Police uniform.

In addition to an accurate costume
and a wealth of knowledge about the
Northwest Mounted Police, Steele has
a significant display of weapons. Rang-
ing from antique and rare finds to can-
nons, he offers it all in a 18-by-26 can-
vas tent and showcases this display any
chance he can get.

“I've worked every Canada Day
since July 1, 1994. We've done a histori-
cal display every year,” he recalls.

Steele’s display is not all serious,
though. He offers a highly entertaining
and enviable “Candy Mortar” which he
claims is a great addition to any event
or party.

“It won’t be low cal, but it's always
guilt-free,” he chides.

Steele’s vast knowledge of Canadian
history spills over into his personal life
as well. He has a keen interest in gene-
alogy and adores tracking his family’s
history.

An astonishing family history includ-
ing a great-grandfather who fought in
the Spanish civil war and a grandfather
who ﬁad part ownership in a gold-mine
leaves Steele thirsty for more knowl-
edge. His next project: to trace his fam-
ily tree to famous Mountie Sam Steele.

In regards to his recent appointment,
Steele’s immediate goal is to share
shooting sports with the public.

“I really want to push the good news
stories,” he says. “We have remark-
able shooters coming along. At the end
of every course I make an offer to all
m?; students. I don’t care if you are 82,
which was my oldest student, or 12.

“If you have succeeded in something
— you’ve shot that first deer, you've
made it to a championship, or whatever
your particular goal is — I would like
to share that. Send me a picture or send
me an e-mail.”
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A Advantaca
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Auto & Trailer Sales

Fast, Reliable Trailer and Auto Service!

i}

Cool riding!

Frigid temperatures hitting -52 C, with the wind chill factored in, and snowy roads
have not deterred a few of the cycling enthusiasts on the Base. Dress warmly and
proper tires allow for a comfortable ride to and from the office. Photo by Jules Xavier

Undiscovered Riches Await yOu
a+ $and Rills Cagino!!!

Sand Hills Casino, located near Brandon Manitoba in
Carberry is planned to open in the spring of 2014. The
ranch style theme emerging from the rolling hills will open
with 350 slot machines, 6 table games, and restaurant
service for 225 with adjoining sports lounge to serve
guests near and far.

We are looking for people who are passionate about
service in building this exciting, friendly and fun
environment as a team and have a variety of
opportunities from entry level to management in all
departments; that include:

- Table Games « Security & Surveillance
- Slots - Maintenance

* Finance * Support Services

« Administration * Food & Beverage

- IT « Customer Service
 Marketing * Housekeeping

Interested candidates should submit their resume & cover letter via our
website at www.sandhillscasino.com.

All advancing candidates are subject to approval from Manitoba Gaming
Control Commission (www.mgcc.mb.ca).

Join us...and Build Exciement

Interstate, Load Trail, Duralite,
Titan, Aluma,
& Sundowner Trailers!

770 Highland Ave, Brandon
204.729.8989
1.800.751.8899
aats.ca
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