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Madame Clarkson, Colonel in Chief, PPCLI, addresses her troops in the field with Major Stephen Joudrey, Deputy Commanding Officer, 2 PPCLI in 
Wainwright. For more on this story, see page 4.

Troops receive visitor 
on Ex DESERT RAM
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All Canadian Forces 
bases, depots, and 

stations have their own fire 
protection services staffed 
by DND firefighters. Giv-
en the remote locations 
of many DND establish-
ments, relying on outside 
help is not a viable option.

Shilo Emergency Ser-
vices combine firefighting 
and ambulance service 
into a well-rounded pack-
age, serving the base, and 

unique to any other DND 
emergency services, they 
are the primary responders 
to the surrounding com-
munities as well. This is 
a tremendous benefit to 
communities near the base 
since the next nearest fire 
hall and ambulance ser-
vices are roughly 25 kilo-
metres away.

“As well as providing 
service to the base, we are 
the first responders for fire 
protection and ambulance 
service to the nearby com-
munities,” said Martin 

Haller, Deputy Chief of 
Shilo Emergency Services. 
“Most bases have mutual 
aid agreements with emer-
gency service providers 
in their area and will pro-
vide back-up if requested. 
What’s different here in 
Shilo is that we are the 
only emergency service 
providers in the immedi-
ate area, so we get the call 
first if there is an incident 
on the base, but also for 
anything in a nearby com-
munity.”

With mutual aid agree-

Sgt Dennis Power
Army News

It’s time for Fire Pre-
vention Week, and 

from October 7-13 Shilo 
Emergency Services is 
joining forces with the non-
profit National Fire Protec-
tion Association (NFPA) 
to remind local residents 
to ‘Practice Your Escape 
Plan.’ During this year’s 
fire safety campaign, fire-
fighters and safety advo-
cates will be spreading the 
word about the dangers of 
home fires and teaching lo-
cal residents how to plan 
and practice escape from a 
home in case a fire occurs. 

According to the latest 
NFPA research, 3,030 peo-
ple died in 2005 in home 
fires – that’s roughly eight 
people every day. Being 
alerted to a fire and know-
ing what to do to escape 
from one are extremely 

important, yet only 23% of 
households have planned 
and practiced a home fire 
escape plan.

“Many times when we 
speak to residents who 
have experienced a fire in 
their home, they recall be-
coming confused and dis-
oriented by the conditions 
and severity of the situa-
tion – but they realized they 
needed to get out fast,” said 
Jeff Fisher, A/Chief Fire 
Inspector.”Sometimes there 
are only seconds to escape, 
but there’s no question that 
having a plan in place that 
has been practiced saves 
precious time and makes 
survival more likely. We 
hope that Fire Prevention 
Week will prompt folks in 
our community to plan and 
practice their escape.”

Are you prepared for a 
fire? Although it’s difficult 
to prepare for the unexpect-
ed, reviewing the informa-
tion below and taking action 
based on it to plan for a fire 
is strongly recommended… 
and don’t forget to practice 
your escape plan during 
Fire Prevention Week! 
•Test smoke alarms 

monthly  
•Develop a fire escape 

plan that identifies two 
ways out of each room and 
a family meeting place out-
side. 
•Make sure your plan al-

lows for any specific needs 
in your household. If every-
one knows what to do, ev-
eryone can get out quickly. 
•Practice your plan, at 

least twice a year. 
•Some studies have 

shown that some children 
and adults may not awaken 
to the sound of a smoke 
alarm; they may need help 
waking up. 
•If the smoke alarm 

sounds: Go to your closest 
exit, and if there is smoke 
on your way out, turn and 
use your second way out. 
If you must exit through 
smoke, get low and go un-
der the smoke to your exit. 
Don’t take time to pick up 
belongings; just get out and 
help others get out. Move 
fast but stay calm. 

Fire Prevention Week 
is actively supported by 
fire departments across the 
country. For 85 years fire 
departments have observed 
Fire Prevention Week, mak-
ing it the longest running 
public health and safety ob-
servance on record.

Submitted by
Shilo Emergency Services

Develop escape plan to help save lives

ments already in place, the 
city of Brandon may dis-
patch assistance to Shilo 
Emergency Services dur-
ing a response to a major 
incident, or respond to new 
incidents that may occur 
concurrently. The same is 
true in reverse.

 “We have four shifts, 
with nine personnel per 
shift. We have a number 
of fire trucks and two am-
bulances that are always 
ready,” Haller continued. 

“We also have two Fire 
Inspectors who play an im-

portant role in educating 
people regarding fire safety 
and making sure buildings 
on base are safe. If we’re 
not on a call or maintaining 
equipment, we’re probably 
training, it’s a job that car-
ries a lot of responsibility, 
and we’re committed to 
providing the best service 
possible.”

Firefighter Aaron Bull 
describes working on the 
base as being a very posi-
tive experience. “We in-
spect most of the buildings 
on the base, including the 

married quarters on a regu-
lar basis, so we get to know 
the layouts of places that 
we may have to respond 
to. One of the greatest haz-
ards we face as firefight-
ers is getting disoriented 
in a burning building, so I 
like the familiarity,” he ex-
plained.

 “Probably the best thing 
about working on the base 
is that it’s a fairly small 
community, and it doesn’t 
take long before you’re us-
ing first names with every-
one.”

Emergencies covered beyond the gates

LCol John Schneiderbanger, BComd, CFB Shilo, stands with Base Fire Chief Den-
nis Hurley in the Shilo Firehall while Shilo EMS members look on. Schneider-
banger and Hurley are holding the  Fire Prevention Week Proclamation. This year’s 
theme is ‘Plan Your Escape’ . Fire Prevention Week runs from October 7-13th.

Photo submitted by Jeff Fischer/Fire Inspector
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Shilo helps launch United Way campaign

CFB Shilo helped kick off the 2007 United Way campaign on Thursday, September 20 
with Tyler Glen travelling to the Brandon Shoppers Mall that morning in a LAV III 
(above left), accompanied by a G Wagon and ML pulling a 105 Howitzer.  BComd LCol 
John Schneiderbanger (left) pours out the initial Shilo contribution from a tank shell at 
the Pennies by the Pound event; the shell weighed, in his estimation, between 35 and 40 
pounds, which could help feed 10 families for a week.  The total contribution from CFB 
Shilo that day  - weighing in a 271 pounds - placed second among businesses and org-
naizations. BComd Schneiderbanger and Dave Baxter, 2007 Campaign Chair, raise the 
United Way flag at the Shilo MFRC later that morning (above), signaling the beginning 
of the official campaign on base.  CFB Shilo has set a goal of raising $28,000 this year. 

Photos by Lori Truscott/Base PAO

Photo by Becky Block/Shilo Stag
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• Dillon products in stock!
• Reloading Components!
• Consignment sales of fiReaRms!

For appointment call 726-5221
Web: www.aandgshootingsports.com 

Email: wells@mts.net

• RECORDED
DANCE MUSIC

• KARAOKE
• LIGHTING & SOUND
RENTALS & SALES
• BAND AGENTS

• SOUND
REINFORCEMENT

DOUG KOOL,
OWNER

204-726-0794
BRANDON, MB

FAX: 204-728-0055
EMAIL:LOOKMUSIC@WESTMAN.WAVE.CA

In the seasons between 
the major drive for 

food at Christmas time, the 
food bank continues to of-
fer a combination of fresh 
and packaged foods, tai-
lored to family situations. 
Hampers are made from 

Rev Dwayne Bos
Base Chaplain

Food bank makes changes for hampers
non-perishable donations, 
and purchases made with 
CANEX Points from the 
Base Chaplain Fund and 
from left over monies from 
the funds raised at Christ-
mas time.

In the past, how often the 
food was handled out was 
not regulated.  This can cre-
ate dependency on the food 

bank rather than providing 
the desired effect of help to 
the family.  Earlier in the 
year, food bank groups in 
the Westman Area met to 
discuss controls on food 
bank use and expressed a 
need to track usage.  

As such, the food bank 
has be renamed as the “CFB 
Shilo Emergency Food 

Short season
for hunters
Public access to the 

CFB Shilo ranges for 
the fall big game (White-
tailed Deer) hunting sea-
son will be reduced by one 
week this year due to mili-
tary training scheduled for 
early December.

The CFB Shilo ranges 
will be open to hunting 
from Monday, Novem-
ber 19 to Saturday, De-
cember 1.

Hunters may call (204) 
765-3000 extension 3333 
(Range Control) for gen-
eral information. A Hunt-
ers’ Safety Briefing will be 
held Thursday, November 1 
at 7:00 p.m. at the General 
Strange Hall Theatre at CFB 
Shilo. From November 2 to 
December 1, briefings will 
be held at 8:00 a.m. and 
1:00 p.m. daily at Building 
R4-34 (Range Control).

Layne Thiessen
Shilo Stag

The Shilo and Region 
Men’s Club is look-

ing for a few good men. 
The community service 
club and charitable orga-
nization was founded in 
1968 by members of the 
greater Shilo community, 
the club provides much 
needed assistance to both 
community based organi-
zations and needy individ-
uals. If you are interested 
in helping your communi-
ty while having some fun 
as well as meeting some 
great new friends, come 
out for a meeting on the 
first and third Wednesday 
of each month at 6:30 pm 
at L-25 from September to 
June.  

The club raises funds by 
holding various communi-
ty events such as Lobster-
fest, Oktoberfest and the 

Winter Carnival Dance to 
name a few. Money is paid 
out to causes in the Shilo 
and Brandon areas ranging 
from assisting community 
members in distress to sup-
porting local schools and 
recreational activities. 

In addition to direct fi-
nancial assistance the Club 
also offers assistance to the 
community in other ways. 
For instance the club pro-
vided a medi-chair and 
wheel chair ramp for use 
on a temporary basis at a 
Brandon care home until 
more permanent arrange-
ments can be made by those 
in need.  They also assist 
with the conduct of lo-
cal charitable benefits and 
community events such as 
the Sprucewoods Rodeo, 
Terry Fox Campaign and 
Winter Carnival.

Currently the club has 
about 80 members com-
posed of both serving and 

retired military members 
and public service employ-
ees as well members of the 
greater Shilo civilian com-
munity.  The club is a very 
diverse group of people, 
coming from all ranks of 
the military and many dif-
fering civilian walks of life 
from both on- and off-base. 
They are fathers, husbands 
and sons of our community 
ranging in age between 22 
and 78 years old. 

Come out for a meeting 
and register to be a mem-
ber and you will be a vot-
ing member that night.  
Hope to see you out and 
thanks again for your help 
in making the greater Shilo 
community a better place 
to live. 

Contributions to the 
community

The President and mem-
bers would like to thank all 
of those people in the com-
munity that have supported 

Club gives back to community

Bank”, to accentuate that 
it is for dire emergencies 
only and is available for 
short term solution to fam-
ily and individual situations. 
The past food bank process 
did not involve counsel-
ing or connection with re-
sources.  In connection with 
the MFRC Education and 
Referral Coordinator Chris-
tine Helgason, PSI Worker 
Roddy Batson, Chaplains, 
Base Barber Shop c/o Dean 
and other services on the 
base, we are offering a Per-
sonal Enhancement Pro-
gram which will give people 
a hand up instead of just a 
hand out.  No person will be 
refused their first hamper, 
but will meet with a chaplain 
or Roddy Batson to explore 
their situation and determine 

which referral services are 
needed to best assist them in 
their emergency situation.  

A maximum of three 
hampers will be given to 
any one individual/ family 
over the course of the year.  
Prior to receiving their next 
hampers, the individual 
will have to have signed off 
a card indicating that they 
have begun the process and 
have met with the referrals 
given to them.  The CFB 
Shilo Emergency Food 
Bank is available to both 
military and civilian fami-
lies in the Sprucewoods, 
Douglas, Cottonwoods, 
Shilo and Wawanesa area.  

It is our hope and expec-
tation that the three hampers 
can account for about three 
months (if family receives 

a hamper once per month), 
and that in three months 
with help from the resourc-
es at our disposal, we can 
assist the family in meet-
ing their needs and getting 
them beyond their emer-
gency circumstance(s).

The CFB Shilo Emer-
gency Food Bank has been 
relocated to the Faith Cen-
tre for more privacy and 
discretion. 

Hampers are still avail-
able through the normal 
contact points as before: 
Padre McLeod, ext. 3089, 
Padre Persaud, ext. 6836, 
Padre Donnelly, ext. 3090, 
Padre Bos, ext. 3088, Chap-
lain’s office, ext. 3091 and 
Roddy Batson, ext. 4106.

Donations to the CFB 
Shilo Emergency Food 
Bank are always appreciat-
ed, and cash donations can 
be donated for this purpose 
through one of our chapels 
for tax receipt purposes.

us. Rest assured that your 
contributions have been 
well spent. Specifically 
over past year to present, 
in addition to logistical and 
physical support to various 
people and causes in need, 
the Club has provided those 
in need the following finan-
cial assistance over the past 
18 months totaling in ex-
cess of $15,000.00.

It is important to note 
that without the commu-
nities generous contribu-
tions these very worthwhile 
causes would have been in 
a very difficult financial 
position and both they and 
the Shilo and Region Men’s 
Club members very much 
appreciate your support.

In 2006, the Shilo and 
Region Men’s Club do-
nated $10,462 to various 
charities and organizations 
in the Westman area.  In the 
first half of 2007, the Club 
has raised $4,977.

Make your appointment with
The Chemist’s Cupboard

1-204-765-2520
2 Locations - CANEX Mall, Shilo & Wawanesa New Horizons Mall

Free Foot Clinic

Are you struggling with 
• Foot pain (toes, arches, heels)?   • Bunions?     • Knee pain?

Mirran Custom Orthotics will provide foot analysis
Thursday, October 18  - Call now!
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Sgt Brett Perry, 2PPCLI introduces Madame Clarkson to 
his section.

Soldiers from both 
the First and Sec-

ond Battalion’s, Princess 
Patricia’s Canadian Light 
Infantry (PPCLI), train-
ing on Exercise DESERT 
RAM, hosted their Colo-
nel-In-Chief, The Right 
Honourable Adrienne 
Clarkson from September 
24 to 27 in the Wainwright 
training area—her first of-
ficial visit to 2 PPCLI.

Madame Clarkson visit-
ed her troops in the field to 
gain a better understanding 
of the type of training they 
are doing in preparation 
for 2 PPCLI’s up-coming 
mission to Afghanistan in 
February 2008.

“I am really glad, now 
that as Colonel-In-Chief 
of the PPCLI, I can come 

Colonel-In-Chief visits troops in Wainwright

Sgt Steve Hofman
Army News

to Wainwright and see 
what is going on for the 
deployment of our Regi-
ment to Afghanistan” said 
Madame Clarkson. “It is 
terrific. It is wonderful to 
see the size of the train-
ing area and the differ-
ent kinds of terrain, the 
equipment and see how it 
is a real simulation of the 
kind of work our soldiers 
are going to be doing 
when they get to Afghani-
stan.” 

As this was Madame 
Clarkson’s first visit to 
Wainwright, she observed 
a live fire range, traveled 
throughout the training 
area by helicopter and 
Light Armoured Vehicle 
in addition to dining with 
her soldiers in the field, 
and receiving tours and 
briefings of the 2 PPCLI 
Battle Group’s operations 
and planning centres.

“It makes me feel very 
assured, as a Canadian, 
that we know what we 

are doing in terms of our 
training, and in terms of 
where we are going,” said 
Madame Clarkson. “There 
is a really intensive and 
understanding way of 
dealing with the situation 
in Afghanistan.” She said, 
“We have done a great deal 
of work on the compre-
hension of the culture of 
Afghanistan. The kind of 
situations our soldiers will 
come up against in terms 
of going from village to 
village and the simulation 
of that here, I am very im-
pressed with that.”

While Madame Clark-
son has only been the 
Regiment’s Colonel-in-
Chief for six months, she 
said she already has an 
important personal con-
nection to her Regiment. 
“The response that I get 
from them is terrific,” she 
said.

Madame Clarkson con-
cluded her visit to the 
field by saying: “I think 

the majority of Canadi-
ans really believe that our 
forces do their duty. They 
are very well trained and 
are a good thing in our so-
ciety. They do what they 
are asked to do by a dem-
ocratically elected gov-
ernment. I am very proud 
of them! I am very happy 
to be connected with my 
Regiment, the Princess 
Patricias.”

Madame Clarkson said 
she hopes she can visit her 
soldiers next year in Kan-
dahar.

The Colonel-in-Chief thanks the support staff in the mobile kitchen for lunch. Madame 
Clarkson was on an official 4-day tour of CFB/ASU Wainwright. This expedition includ-
ed Land Forces Western Area Training Centre, Canadian Manoeuvre Training Centre, 
CUBIC Corporation and a full day in the training area visiting her troops of the Princess 
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry during their workup training for the next rotation to 
Afghanistan.

Photos by Sgt Steve Hofman/Army News
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Investors Group 
Welcomes
Grant Starko, Regional Director at our Brandon office, 
is pleased to announce that
Marylou Desbiens has joined Investors Group 
in our Brandon office as a Consultant.

Ph: (204) 729-2000
Marylou.desbiens@investorsgroup.com

TM Trademarks owned by IMG Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.

Afghan  Marketplace

A display of traditional Afghan outfits on display at East Port Hall 
as part of the Military Wives Sisterhood’s Afghan Awareness Week. 

A plate of Goshi-feel  satisfied spectators palates as 
part of the sample snacks available. This combina-
tion of fried dough sprinkled with icing sugar, carda-
mon and pistachio left a sweet linger for the guests.

(Above) A mock-classroom set up at the Afghan Marketplace depicts photos of 
children in Afghanistan attending school while the Arabic on the chalkboard 
reads ‘Peace on Earth’. (Below) Visitors walk through the Marketplace read-
ing displays, watching slide-shows, and educating each other about Afghanistan.

Photos by Becky Block/Shilo Stag
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Most Canadians are 
aware that we have 

troops in Afghanistan but 
have little understanding of 
the environment or people 
of the place. As the conflict 
continues Canadians are 
beginning to ask for more 
information on a country 
that is rarely described well 
by the media as they focus 
on casualties and deaths.

The Military Wives Sis-
terhood, a Brandon-based 
group of wives whose hus-
bands serve in the Canadian 
Forces at CFB Shilo, have 
taken the lead in bringing 
a close-up look at Afghani-
stan to residents of Western 
Manitoba. Slideshows, trav-
eling displays, and school 
visits kicked-off Afghan 
Awareness Week which 
culminated with a two day 
Afghan Market at East Port 
Hall in Brandon. At the end 
of the second day of the 
market the whole week was 
capped-off with an Afghan 
feast which sold-out early to 
130 guests.

“Many of our members 
have partners that have de-
ployed, or will soon,” said 

Afghan market an eye-opener for Canadians
Sgt Dennis Power
Army News

Gayle Raynor, Founder of 
the Military Wives Sister-
hood. “With that in mind 
we really saw a need to 
complement the existing 
perspective of Afghani-
stan. Past the combat and 
politics. We put the market-
place together so that peo-
ple could wander around 
and get a really clear idea 
of what Afghanistan is like, 
and understand the lifestyle 
of the people.”

Raynor attributes much 
of the success of the market 
to other organizations com-
ing on board to help, par-
ticularly Canadian Women 
for Women in Afghanistan 
(CW4WAfghan), a Calgary-
based volunteer organiza-
tion. CW4WAfghan has had 
a strong presence in Afghan-
istan since 1996 and was 
eager to assist in providing 
knowledge and display ma-
terials to ensure the success 
of the market.

“We were in Afghanistan 
while the Taliban were still 
in control, and we’ve grown 
in each of the 11 years since 
then,” said Janice Rapchuk, 
a volunteer with CW4WAf-
ghan who has herself been 
to Afghanistan. “We have 
a number of projects on 

the go. We have schools, 
libraries, and teacher train-
ing programs. We also have 
an orphanage and programs 
where women make prod-
ucts that we sell in Canada. 
In the schools we run the 
kids are all fed lunch, that 
way we know they are get-
ting at least one meal a 
day.”

If there is an organiza-
tion to tap for knowledge 
it would be hard to find one 
better qualified. It’s worth 
noting that 100% of funds 
raised to support CW4WAf-
ghan initiatives are spent in 
Afghanistan, and many of 
the areas where they oper-
ate would be difficult to de-
scribe as secure.

Earlier in the week as a 
lead-in to the market was 
a series of visits to local 
schools by Deborah Ellis, 
the award-winning author 
of a trilogy of books on life 
in Afghanistan. Most school 
children are very familiar 
with The Breadwinner, Par-
vana’s Journey, and Mud 
City, and were thrilled to 
meet the author in person.

At the feast capping off 
the week the hall was filled 
to capacity with 130 guests 
who enjoyed traditional 

dishes prepared by local 
Afghans. Sally Armstrong, 
a noted author and pro-
ducer of documentaries on 
Afghanistan was the key-
note speaker and gave a 
very heartfelt presentation. 
Based on her many trips to 
Afghanistan she highlighted 
the need to provide security 
in the war-torn country as 
a pre-condition to re-build-
ing and reconstruction, and 
openly praised soldiers for 
doing a marvelous job under 

difficult circumstances.
Brandon is a small town 

where many people are 
connected to the mission in 
Afghanistan through fam-
ily relations or friendships 
with soldiers serving at CFB 
Shilo. Most soldiers in Shi-
lo have already deployed, 
or will be deploying soon. 
Many will be returning for 
second and third tours. The 
stated mission of Afghan 
Awareness Week was to 
raise awareness, and that ob-

Students from a Brandon School listen to a volunteer tour guide as she de-
scribes the types of produce that would be available in an Afghan market.

jective was clearly met, pro-
viding a very well rounded 
view of life in Afghanistan. 

One mother going 
through the market with 
her children said, “I’m so 
glad this market was put 
on, their father is a soldier 
who will be deploying after 
Christmas, and it’s so good 
for them to be able to see 
some of what he is going to 
experience while he’s over 
there. Now they understand 
why he’s going.”

Photo by Sgt Dennis Power/Army News
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www.shilomfrc.ca  Note: Deployment programs will not be cancelled.

They measured, they 
stirred, they flipped, 

and they cooked hundreds 
of pancakes and sausages 
on Sunday, September 16. 
Who are they? Well, the 
MFRC staff, of course. 

Over 180 people strolled 
over to the Community 
Centre to participate in 
the Shilo MFRC Pancake 
Brunch. Not only did com-
munity members enjoy 
themselves but so did the 
MFRC staff. 

I was told that the pan-
cakes where “better than 
the ones hubby makes”, 
and others even asked me 
for our recipe. It’s amazing 
how good something can 
taste when someone else 
makes it. 

If you missed this one 
don’t despair. You can ex-
perience our “homemade 
cooking” again on Sunday, 
December 9 when we’ll 
be doing it all over again. 
Check our web site for 
more details. Hope to see 
you there.

The MFRC is offering 
CPR courses in a va-

riety of ways. 
If you have never had a 

CPR course or have taken it 
a few year ago there is a full 
day CPR Certification and 
Emergency First Aid Course 
on Wednesday, October 17 
from 8am to 4pm. For only 
$75 you will get instruction 
about Cardio Pulmonary Re-
suscitation for Adult, Child, 
Infant CPR Level “C” and 
Emergency First Aid. 

If you have the course 
and are just looking for CPR 
Re-Certification than there 
are ½ day courses for you 
on Thursday, October 25 

CPR Anyone?
from 8-noon or 1-5pm. This 
will cover Level “C” Infant, 
Child, Adult CPR at a cost 
of $50.

These courses are in-
structed by D Kowalchuk 
from the Red Cross. Please 
contact the Shilo MFRC by 
noon, Friday October 12 at 
ext 3352 to register.

A third option is strictly 
available to Shilo MFRC 
Volunteers. In partnership 
with Brandon Red Cross 
Injury Prevention Commit-
tee, we are offering an in-
formative 3-hour workshop 
that will provide MFRC 
volunteers with the infor-
mation they need to know 

A flipping good time
Linda Beauchemin
Outreach & Information 
Coordinator

Halloween Madness 
at the Shilo MFRC

Halloween Dance for School Age
Friday, October 26
Dress in your spookiest costume and come out for 
dancing, prizes and even a Haunted House. 
Ages:  5-8 from 5:30-7:00pm
Ages:  9-12 from 7:30-9:30pm
Cost:  $2.00 at the door
Canteen will be available

Kids in the Kitchen
Ages 7-12 yrs 
The theme for this session will be “ Creating 
Halloween Treats”.
Enjoy an afternoon creating creepy but yummy 
Halloween treats for you and your family.
Sunday, October 28
1:00-4:00pm
Cost: $12.00 includes supplies and take-home treats
Register by:  Noon, Friday, October 19 

Happy Halloween
Ages 2-5 yrs 
Come dressed in your favourite 
costume and have fun with some 
spooky activities.
Tuesday, October 30
1:30-3:30pm
Cost: $4.00 
Register by: Noon, Friday, October 26

Children’s Deployment Afternoon 
Enjoy an afternoon of Halloween Fun through 
crafts and games while socializing with other kids 
going through a deployment.
Ages 5-12 yrs
Saturday, October 13 & 20 
1:00-3:00pm
Cost:  Free
Spaces are limited so registration is 
recommended by Wednesday prior to - 
MFRC @ 3352

in terms of assisting staff in 
emergency (Basic CPR and 
First Aid) situations.  This is 
‘core’ training for all Shilo 
MFRC volunteers and is 
being offered in response 
to volunteer requests. ALL 
Shilo MFRC volunteers are 
urged to attend one of these 
free sessions - Wednesday, 
October 24 from 1-4pm or 
Saturday, November 3 from 
9-noon.

Contact Valerie Liske, 
Volunteer Coordinator at 
765-3000, ext. 3858 to reg-
ister for this third option.

Space is limited for these 
courses so call to register 
now!

Look out for Lori on Tuesday, October 9

Hey Teens!

Photos submitted by the MFRC
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Sgt Dennis Power
Army News

Across Canada sup-
porters of the mis-

sion in Afghanistan are 
becoming more vocal and a 
growing number are finding 
unique ways to demonstrate 
their support.

Gareth  Gaudin, a car-
toonist and shop owner in 
Victoria, recently sent 2000 
comic books to the troops in 
Afghanistan for a little comic 
relief. ‘The Perogy Cat – For 

Perogy Cat deploys to Afghanistan
the Troops’ is a 52-page col-
lection of what Gaudin con-
siders to be his best work. It 
was a special project for sol-
diers serving in Afghanistan 
and includes a few strips that 
are a little too risque for gen-
eral circulation. 

“The project originally 
started as a collection of my 
favourite strips to go into a 
comic book to sell here at 
the store,” said Gaudin. 
“As I started pulling my 
favourites I realized I can’t 
give some of them to kids, 

there’s an adult sense of hu-
mour to some of them. So 
my wife said, ‘Send them to 
the troops’.”

The special edition is 
packed with a variety of 
strips, but features the ti-
tle’s namesake, the Perogy 
Cat. The Perogy Cat was 
created a number of years 
ago while Gaudin was in 
university and trying to at-
tract the attention of a girl 
he liked. She was a cat 
owner, so his tactic was to 
create a cartoon character 
that would warm her heart. 
The rest is history; he got 
his girl, her cat eventually 
died, they are now happily 
married, and the Perogy 
Cat has helped to launch a 
successful career.

“As a cartoonist I don’t re-
ally have a role in society”, 
admitted Gaudin. “I’m not 
in the army, I’m not doing 
any protecting or defend-
ing, but my little bit may be 
to help entertain the troops 
who are out there putting 
their lives on the line, make 

them a little happier.”
Gaudin sells his home-

grown comics and thou-
sands of other titles at Leg-
ends Comics and Books, his 
shop in downtown Victoria. 
It’s a large place in a city re-
nowned for its bookstores. 
Entering his shop is an eye-
catching experience. From 
floor to ceiling, and right 
to the back, every available 
centimeter of space has 
been cleverly incorporated 
into one giant display of 
comics and colour.

“I would love to get a 
response from the troops, 
there’s an e-mail address 
in the book,” said Gaudin 
as he flipped a page. “They 
support me financially 
by buying comics, this is 
something I can do to help. 
If I hear back from them, 
and they like the books, I’d 
be happy to send more.”

2000 Perogy Cat comic books titled ‘For the Troops’ were 
sent to Afghanistan to provide a little comic relief for soldiers.

Cartoonist Gareth Gaudin of Victoria, BC, recently sent 
2000 copies of a special edition comic book he created to 
the troops in Afghanistan.

Wolverine Supplies

We are located 6 miles NE of Virden - take PR 259 east from Virden Airport to 
Assiniboine Valley. Go 1.5 miles N on gravel road,  before the river.

Call 748-2454 John & Pat Hipwell
River Valley Road North, Virden

Check out our rifle specials:
Tikka T3 .243 $653.00
Savage Rifle & Scope Combo - .243, .270, .30-06, .300 WM, 7mm Mag $465.00
Winchester Model 70 Black Shadow .30-06 $660.00
Remington 700 SPS, Det. Mag .270 or .30-06 $670.00

Hunting Licenses Available       Great Ammunition Prices

Safariland 6005 holsters
Tan, OD or Desert Camo

$128.30

Shotgun Specials
Stoeger P350 12g Black Synthetic $360.00
Stoeger P350 12g MAX 4 Camo $399.00
Benelli Super Nova 12g $605.00
Mossberg 500 .410 Synthetic $270.00

Under the direction of the Shilo Stag Editor, the Production Assistant determines 
the layout of materials and photos, proofs articles and pictures, and receives cus-
tomers’ orders for advertising. He/She assists in the development and distribu-
tion of promotional materials and assists the Editor with special projects and 
campaigns. He/She also assists with researching, writing and reporting of news 
stories, and with reporting of Base events. He/She takes pictures as required. He/
She must be able to perform moderate lifting, carrying, pulling and/or pushing 
(i.e. more than 10 lbs/4.5 kg but less than 50 lbs/23 kg).

Salary: $ 10.30/hr - $ 12.49/hr
Successful candidate will be prepared to 

commence employment as soon as possible.

For more information or to apply, visit our web site at cfpsa.com or submit a 
resume clearly outlining their ability to fulfill all position requirements by mail 
to: NPF Human Resources, PO Box 5000 Station Main, Shilo MB R0K 2A0, by 
fax at (204) 765-3015, by e-mail to nairn.dana@cfpsa.com. Applications must be 
received before 1600 hrs on 21 October 2007.  

Production AssistAnt
non-Public Funds

Personnel support Programs - shilo stag
cFB shilo

Permanent Part time Position

Photos by Sgt Dennis Power/Army News
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Classified ads! Call 765-3000 ext. 3013
or email your free* 
Classified Ads to stag@mts.net

*Non-commercial ads only. Free ads restricted to members of the CF, employ-
ees of CFB Shilo and the citizens of the surrounding area.

Homes/Property

St. Barbara’s 
Protestant Chapel

Sunday’s @ 1030 with 
Sunday School & Nursery
Padre Donnelly - ext 3090
Padre Bos – ext 3088

Our Lady of Shilo 
Roman Catholic Chapel

Sunday’s 1030 hrs   
Weekday mass will be 
announced every Sunday
Padre Persaud – ext 6836
Padre McLeod - ext 3089

For SaleHomes/Property

2 bedrooms, new laminate 
floors, new bathroom, big 
kitchen and living room, 
Central air, new shingles, 
double car garage, lot has 
a barn with other sheds. 
Lots of good water. 10.88 
acres on #1, 17 miles east 
of Brandon. If interested, 
please call 763-8840.

5.15 acres with trees & rolling 
hills, newly renovated 4 bdrm, 
3 bath bungalow. Double 
garage. Low  taxes. 30’x40’ 
shop (in floor heat, wired 220). 
Horse Haven: Corrals, lean, 
heated dual wateringbowl 
& fenced pasture, unlimited 
water supply. 1/2 hr. east of 
Brandon on 351 Hwy. 20 mins 
to Shilo. MLS#2707628,call 
725-8841

For Sale

2 New Homes on 5 Acre 
lots 15 minutes from Shilo
First home: 2300 Sq Ft 
walkin style, 3 bdrms, 2 
and 1/2 baths and attached 
double car garage. Second 
home: 1368 Sq Ft Bunga-
low style, full basement, 3 
bdrms, 2 baths and attached 
double car garage. Phone 
824-3752; cell 724-6580

Looking for a way to enjoy a 
little girl time? Plan a Mary Kay 
party! Enjoy free makeovers. 
Rhonda Olson, Independent 
Beauty Consultant 727-4516 
or 730-0542 or email at  
rolson@westman.wave.ca

1989 Jeep Cherokee Larado, 
4x4, 4inch lift, 4.0L, cd, air, 
needs some work. $1000 obo

1961 Renault caravell (2 
of them) project cars, one 
is stripped and partially 
sanded. soft and hard top 
optional.  400 Call after 5pm 
824-2394 ask for Preston

18 foot 2005 Glastron 
Boat. 190 Horsepower in-
board Volve Penta-Drive, 
with Easy Haul Trailer and 
water toys. Fewer than 20 
hours on the vesicle. Like 
new. Asking $20,000 OBO. 
Call Mike at 761-5175 in 
Brandon.

Canadian Firearms Safety 
Course Instructor/Exam-
iner, Restricted & Non-re-
stricted. Manitoba Hunter 
Safety Course Instructor. 
Greg Steele, 725-1608 or 
ggs57@wcgwave.ca  Next 
course dates - Hunter Safety 
October 13. CFSC challeng-
es by appointment. Unwated 
guns? Amnesty questions? I 
buy guns working or not - 
Licensed dealer.

Sprucewoods 
Community 

Weekly Events:
Mondays -  CRIB, 7pm.  
Tuesdays - TOPPS, 7pm.
Thursdays - BINGO, doors 
open at 6:30, game at 7pm.
For more information on 
what’s happening in Spruce-
woods, contact Andy Robi-
chaud at 763-4843 or Frank 
Hambrook at 763-4919.

Hampton Gray 
Memorial School 

Reunion!
For former teachers, 

students, and parents on 
October 6,7th, 2007

Deadline date is 31 Au-
gust/07. Please contact 
hamptongrayalumni@
hotmail.com or phone 
Sheila  (Lambert) McCal-
lum at (902) 466-2611
Lots of activities 
planned!
Weight Loss Support 

Groups!
Drop in, everyone welcome 
and NO COST!
Tuesdays - 10:30am at Pub-
lic Health, Brandon
Thursdays - 7pm at 20-7th 
Street, Brandon and Starting 
September 10th! - Mondays 
- 6:30pm at Public Health. 
For more information call 
Arlene at 571-8359.

Teacher available to 
tutor students in: Writing 
skills, Math, Homework/
Assignments, Basic French. 
Please contact Chantal at 
765-2959

Posted In/Out of 
just looking for 

great deals?
We Buy and Sell good 

used Furniture/ 
Appliances/Beds!

Visit
People’s Market Place

32-13th Street, Brandon
or call 727-4708

Furniture

2002 Kawasaki KLR 650, 
OD Green & Black, excel-
lent commuter & trail bike; 
50 mpg; strong 4-stroke 
motor with good top end 
speed for hwy cruising, 
very reliable, incl. 2 hel-
mets, 2 manuals, spares, 
etc.$4500 as is or, $4900 
safetied (won’t safety with 
current knobby tires). Tom 
@ 573-7887 or 537-2412.

2000 Jeep TJ Hard Top and 
2 full size doors - green. Jeep 
recently written off, hard top 
and doors not on at time of 
accident. Call 765-2619 for 
price/info.

2007 Women Alive 
Brandon Conference

Saturday, October 20, 2007, 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Vic-
toria Inn and Convention 
Centre. Registration opens at 
8:30 a.m., cost $45, includ-
ing lunch.  Deadline for reg-
istration: Oct. 15.  Keynote 
speaker: Christine Wyrtzen.  
Register online www.wom-
enalive.org or call 1-800-
387-4753

For Rent: 2 bedroom house 
(upper level) in Wawanesa. 
$500 per month plus utilities. 
Call 824-2248 or 729-7608

For Sale

For Sale: King size Sears-
O-Pedic, Tranquility firm 
support mattresses and box 
spring. $400. Call 764-
4990.

Child care
Home daycare has spots 
open, flexible hours, healthy 
snacks and lunch provided. 
Call Mel at 765-4962

Arbonne International is 
proud to be part of the 
Shilo community.  ALL 
natural, no animal testing, 
vegan approved skin care 
products for babies to adults.  
SAMPLES available. Please 
call Audrey Brazeau at 765-
5180 for more information

Shilo Community Library
REGULAR LIBRARY 

HOURS
Monday: 6-8:30

Tuesday & Thursday
 9:30-12:30, 1-4, 6-8:30

The Great Canadian Quilt, 
with signatures of 205 fa-
mous Canadians, will be at 
the Art Gallery of South-
western Manitoba, Oct. 1-
13.

2007 Super Seminar for 
Coaches

Sat. Oct. 20, Maples 
Collegiate & Maples Mul-
tiplex.  Keynote Address: 
Pat Quinn, former NHL & 
Canadian Olympic Coach. 

Registration $65.  For 
more information: 

www.coachingmanitoba.ca

Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch #3

October Activities
• Weekly cribbage held at 
Legion No. 3 in the Lounge, 
Tues. 7:30pm
• Weekly soft dart league held 
at Legion No. 3 in Lounge, 
Thurs. 7pm. For more info, 
call Jack @ 727-5869
• Weekly meat draws are 
held in the lounge Fridays 
and Saturdays at 4:30pm, all 
welcome.
• Weekly bingos are held 
in the Hall every Thursday. 
Doors open at 5:30, early 
bird starts at 7pm. Regular 
games at 7:30pm, all wel-
come.
October 6 - Maple Leaf 
Dance at Legion No. 3 
Banquet Hall, 8pm-12am. 
Lunch served, music by 
After Eight. $10.
October 13 - Fall Indoor 
Garage/Flea Market/
Bake Sale at Legion No. 
3 Banquet Hall, 9am-
2:30pm. Tables $15, book 
in advance with Legion, 
728-5026

Tutoring

Services

Looking for care for my 3 
1/2 yr old daughter. Either 
in Shilo or Brandon. Please 
call 573-0148.

Dick & Jane went to a Pas-
sion Party. Their order came 
in.  Now they don’t answer 
their phone anymore.  Curi-
ous?? 204-573-3573  www.
daphnewilson.com

St. Claude, 4 BR, 2 story, 
1570 s/f, 140’ x 173’ double 
lot, sunny kitchen with 
french doors to 4 season 
sunroom, patio doors to 
deck in large backyard, 
double attached garage, 
18’ x 18’ shed with cement 
floor, $92,000 negotiable, 
priv. sale, 237-6109

Ladies’ 14kt white gold, 
4 prong solitare engage-
ment ring. 1 Rd brilliant cut 
diamond - 0.79 ct, clarity 
L-1, colour F-G, good cut. 
Replacement value $6800,  
orig. paid $3899, only 1 yr. 
old.  Exc. cond. To view, 
call 526-0566.

For Sale: 2005 Chev Aveo, 1 
yr warranty left, 4 dr hatch-
back, A/C, sunroof, elec. 
windows, MP3/CD player, 
exc. on gas.  $11,500. Call 
765-4613

Brandon RHA Annual 
General Meeting will be 
held Tues., Oct. 30, 2007.  
Immediately following 
the regular board meet-
ing at 7pm. Brandon City 
Hall, Council Chambers, 
410-9th St. Everyone wel-
come!

Douglas United Church in-
vites you to their Fowl Sup-
per @ Douglas Community 
Hall, Sun. Oct. 21.  Advance 
tickets only. Three sittings: 
4pm, 5pm & 6pm.  Adults 
$10, 5-12yrs $5, preschool 
free. For tickets call Doug-
las Store 763-4313, or visit 
Mansfield’s Western Shop. 
For more info, call Donalee 
@ 728-0076. Everyone 
welcome!

Taking Charge a cancer 
information support group 
will be hosting an informa-
tion evening on Understand-
ing Chemotherapy, hosted 
by Miriam Corne, B.N., 
Cancer Care Manitoba on 
Tues. Oct. 16 from 7-9pm 
in the Lecture Theatre of the 
Nurses Residence at Bran-
don Regional Health Centre. 
Call 571-1492 for info.

Fall Supper, Sun. Oct. 14, 
4-6:30pm (continuous sit-
ting), Carberry Community 
Hall. Adults $10, 6-12 yrs 
$5, under 6 free. Sponsored 
by Knox Zion Presbyte-
rial Church. Just come on 
down!

Kids N’ Us  - Skip on over every Saturday for our new and 
exciting drop in games and story time with our recreation 
leader. Runs Sept. 22 - Nov. 24 @ the Community Cen-
tre. For more info, call Brenda @ 3317.  Times: 3-5 yrs, 
9-9:45am; 5-7 yrs, 10-10:45am; 7-9 yrs, 11:-11:45am. 

Drop In Sports Nite for 
Teens. Every Thursday eve-
ning @ GSH, 7:30-9pm.

Shilo Community Block Party Fri. Oct. 5 5-10pm. Grab 
your lawn chairs & head over to L-25 for our 1st Annual 
Family Block Party, brought to you by F, S & R! Come en-
joy a free BBQ, outdoor movie, hayrides, bonfire & marsh-
mallow roasting, reptile display & skateboard demo. For 
more info, call 765-3000, ext. 3317 or 3588

Crafters Wanted!  CFB/ASU Shilo is holding their annual 
Christmas Bazaar on Sat. Dec. 1/07 from 12-4pm, L-25. 
Tables (4x6) are $10 each. Please book enough tables as ad-
ditional tables will not be available the day of the Bazaar. 
All proceeds to the Shilo Christmas Hamper Campaign. 
For more info, contact the Community Recreation Office @ 
765-300, ext. 3588 or 3317.

Very friendly cat.  Grey 
with white feet, grey foxtail.  
Call 765-4699.

Found

Services

Have something to sell? Call 
our office today at 765-3000 
ext., 3013 and find out how you 
can maximize your business!
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mts.net, dropped of at the Stag office located in the Shilo 
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Submitting articles and photos for print:
• Please submit articles as a MS Word Document.
• Include the author’s full name, rank, unit and contact information.
• Include photos with your articles whenever possible, how-
ever, do not embed photos in word documents.
• Please submit photos as high resolution jpegs (if scanned 
- 300 dpi), digital images or in hard copy format.
• With photos, include a caption that names the individ-
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We welcome your suggestions!

Pick up your FREE copy of the               at any one of the following locations:
Brandon
Safeway - Corral Centre
Safeway - Shoppers Mall
Brandon Armoury
Women’s Resource Centre 
- Town Centre Mall
Royal Cdn Legion #3

7-Eleven
   • Willowdale & 26th
   • 34th & Victoria
   • 10th & Van Horne
Carberry
East Side Service
Carberry Legion

Douglas
Douglas General 
Store
Minnedosa
Minnedosa Legion
Neepawa
Neepawa Legion

Shilo  
CANEX Mall
Forbidden Flavours
Shilo Community Centre
Base Headquarters
GSH
Country Club

All Messes
Sprucewoods
The Shilo Inn 
(Crang’s)
340 Esso Station
Wawanesa
Lucky Dollar

Knight-Line Express
Charters

Shilo 
Taxi

Call  
729-8549 

or 
727-5635

Travelling 
from Shilo to 

Brandon?

HOUSEKEEPING POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
IN SHILO & AREA

Interested?  Send your resume to:

Suite #1-20 18th Street
Brandon, MB

R7A 5A3

Or fax to: (204) 571-6991

Personal Care 
Home Health 

Community Care

In Memoriam

CEFCOM

Cpl Nathan Hornburg

One Canadian sol-
dier was killed and 

four others were wounded 
during Operation SADIQ 
SARBAAZ on Sept. 24. 
The incident occurred 
approximately 47 km 
west of Kandahar City 
in the Panjwayi District.  
The identity of the Ca-
nadian soldier killed is 

Cpl Nathan Hornburg, 
a Reserve soldier from 
the King’s Own Cal-
gary Regiment, based 
out of Calgary, Alberta. 
Both helicopters and 
road ambulances were 
used to evacuate the ca-
sualties to the Multina-
tional Medical Unit at 
Kandahar Airfield. The 
wounded soldiers are in 
stable condition and have 
contacted their families. 
Operation SADIQ SAR-
BAAZ (Honest Soldier) 
is a joint Afghan National 
Security Forces (ANSF) 
and ISAF operation that 
will set the conditions 
for a continuous security 
presence and the estab-
lishment of a new police 
sub-station in the north-
ern part of Panjwayi.

Walking around a 
navy base you 

wouldn’t expect to see in-
fantrymen, but CFB Esqui-
malt has a section of them, 
and they fill an important 
role at the base.

Major Steve Sawyer is 
the Base Operations Officer, 
a key position at the base, 
and he sports the cap badge 
of the Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian Light Infantry 
(PPCLI). “One of the rea-
sons the navy likes to have 
an infantry officer in this 
position, which is tradition-
ally held by an army officer, 
is because of the experience 
we have with land-based 
operations. There are a lot 
of land based resources and 
training facilities here, and 
an army background is cer-
tainly beneficial when it 
comes to managing them.”

Among the many respon-
sibilities of Base Ops are 
the Nuclear Emergency Re-
sponse Team, Range Con-

Sgt Dennis Power
Army News

Army maintains a presence 
at CFB Esquimalt

trol, and advising the Base 
Commander on land-based 
Force Protection issues. 
Range Control alone manag-
es 14 ranges and training fa-
cilities scattered throughout 
the Victoria area, including 
two facilities in Nanaimo, 
100 km to the north.

“I book ranges and train-
ing areas for the navy and 
spend a lot of time patrol-
ling,” said Master Corporal 
Chris Gajowski, another 
soldier from the PPCLI. 
“They conduct their own 
training. What we do is 
make sure that everything 
is done in accordance with 
Range Standing Orders.” 

MCpl Gajowski has two 
soldiers assisting him with 
patrol duties from their of-
fice at Albert Head, a mili-
tary camp 30 minutes away 
from CFB Esquimalt. 

“The 14 areas that we 
manage are all for land-
based training,” continued 
MCpl Gajowski. “We have 
field training areas and biv-
ouac sites at Albert Head 
and Rocky Point, two de-

molition sites, a grenade 
range, rappel tower, 25 me-
ter ranges, and a 600 meter 
range. These are all typical 
of army training facilities, 
we ran them up until the 
90s when we had a battal-
ion here, and the navy is 
happy to have us running 
them now.” 

Most of these facilities 
were first used by artillery 
units arriving in the late 
1800’s, followed by the Ca-

Major Steve Sawyer, an infantry officer, is the Base Op-
erations Officer at CFB Esquimalt, a navy base. The posi-
tion is traditionally held by army officers, in part because 
of the nature of the duties, and the type of experience that 
army officers bring to the job.

Photo by Sgt Dennis Power/Army News

nadian Scottish Regiment 
at the start of World War I, 
and until the early 1990s by 
3 PPCLI, with a battalion 
garrisoned at Work Point 
Barracks. The largest mili-
tary presence in the area 
now is clearly the navy, 
which keeps an army ele-
ment to manage land-based 
facilities, a solid plan which 
allows the navy to focus 
all their resources towards 
maritime operations.



Wendy Flannigan
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Catch the Action at 
the next Home Game...

Fri., Oct. 12 vs. Prince George Cougars
Fri., Oct. 13 vs. Kootenay Ice

Wed., Oct. 17 vs. Red Deer Rebels

www.wheatkings.com

For Tickets Call 726-3555 or 
visit ticketmaster.ca

the tradition continues

WWW.FILMFEST.MB.CA

COMING ATTRACTIONS

All Tickets $6 Regular Pass $24
Student/Senior Pass $20

October 12 & 13
Introducing The Dwights - 18A  Fri 7:30, Sat 9:30
October 13 & 14
Rescue Dawn - 14A Sat 7:00, Sun 7:30

October 19 & 20
A Mighty Heart - 14A Fri 7:30, Sat 9:30
October 20 & 21
Shake Hands With The Devil - 14A Sat 7:00, Sun 7:30

October 26 & 27
Becoming Jane - PG Fri 7:30, Sat 9:30
October 27 & 28
Rocket Science - PG Sat 7:00, Sun 7:30

November 2 & 3
Eastern Promises - 14A Fri 7:30, Sat 9:30
November 3 & 4
TBA - Sat 7:00, Sun 7:30

Capt Brian Corbett
Army News

The current Leopard 1 
C2 has served Cana-

da very well, but at almost 
30 years of age, it is reach-
ing the end of its useful life. 

In order to improve the 
Army’s operational capabili-
ties, the government recently 
announced that it would bor-
row 20 Leopard 2A6M (M 
stands for enhanced mine 
protection) and two armoured 
recovery vehicles (ARV) 
from the German Army, and 
purchase as many as 100 sur-
plus Leopard 2 tanks from 
the Netherlands. 

The first borrowed tanks 

arrived in Afghanistan on 
August16, 2007.

In order to deploy the tanks 
before the end of the sum-
mer, training began in early 
May 2007 when a team from 
armoured corps units across 
the country arrived at the 
Armour Training Centre in 
Amersfoort, the Netherlands. 
After qualifying during this 
Initial Cadre Training course, 
the soldiers went to the Ar-
mour Training School in 
Munster, Germany, to assist 
with the conversion training 
for C Squadron, Lord Strath-
cona’s Horse (Royal Canadi-
ans) (LdSH(RC)), who are 
deploying with the tanks at 

The first Leopard 2A6M CAN (Canadian) arrives in Af-
ghanistan.

Photo by Cpl Bruno Turcotte, Photo Image Section

New Leopards arrive in Afghanistan
the end of August 2007. 

The soldiers were very 
impressed with the capabili-
ties of the new tank. Many 
commented that the Leop-
ard 2A6 had fixed all the 
little things that were wrong 
with the Leopard 1 C2. The 
combination of firepower, 
mobility and protection is 
second to none. 

“Sir, it’s hard not too smile, 
this is an awesome piece of 
kit,” responded Sergeant 
Marcel Chenier (LdSH(RC)) 
when asked why he was 
grinning ear to ear. 

“With the Leopard 1 C2, 
you had to push the engine 
to get it going. But with 
the 1500 HP engine in the 

U.S. Staff Sgt Weckerlein
DVIDS, U.S. DoD

For the first time in 
known history here, 

Afghan instructors are 
training Afghan National 
Police (ANP) officers in 
a series of security forces 
classes, while two Air 
Force Airmen provide 
watchful mentorship from 
the sides.

The ANP sustainment 
training is a giant step 
forward for the future of 
the Afghan national army 
(ANA) and the Afghan mil-
itary, said Staff Sgt. Daniel 
Smith, Laghman Provin-
cial Reconstruction Team’s 
(PRT) police technical ad-
visor.

Smith and Senior Airman 
Zackary Osborne, both de-
ployed from Malmstrom 
Air Force Base, Mont., are 
mentors for the instructors.

“From this point on, the 
Afghans will have a more 
active role in the develop-
ment of their police and se-

curity forces,” he said. “In 
the past, coalition and gov-
ernment forces supplied the 
training to the Afghans, but 
now, as the instructors re-
ceive qualification, we can 
step back and let them train 
themselves.”

The month-long classes 
cover a wide variety of se-
curity-related topics, such 
as arresting procedures 
and riot control, and are 
required by all first-year 
officers. Once the course 
is completed, the police 
officers are no longer con-
sidered “rookies” and are 
given a pay raise. 

Already, Smith said he 
can see a difference within 
the classroom.

“The students’ attention 
is held when the Afghans 
are instructing,” he said. 
“They go through the ma-
terial a lot faster, since no-
body has to pause and wait 
for an interpreter to translate 
everything. And we can see 
how they are catching on to 
things a lot faster. At this 

point, all that we (Ameri-
cans) do is stand back, ob-
serve and give suggestions 
every now and then. They 
are running the show.”

The instructors were 
trained by a U.S. govern-
ment-contracted security 
firm at the regional training 
center in Jalalabad, a city 
east of Laghman province, 
where FOB Mehtar Lam is 
located. In a few months, 
construction will be com-
plete on a provincial train-
ing center near the FOB, 
so more instructors can be-
come trained and qualified 
locally.

“We will be able to hold 
our classes there at the re-
gional training center, rath-
er than inside a tent on the 
forward operating base,” 
said Smith. “That will be 
their spot where all their 
training needs can take 
place.”

These classes are just 
part of the Laghman PRT’s 
mission, which serves to 
provide international aid to 

Photo by MSgt Jim Varhegyi, USAF 

Afghan National Auxiliary Police (ANAP) trainees practice riot control techniques on Thurs-
day, Sept. 6, 2007. The trainees are attending a two-week ANAP sustainment course being 
held on forward operating base (FOB) Mehtar Lam in Afghanistan’s Laghman province. The 
course is being taught for the first time entirely by Afghan National police (ANP) instructors.

Making progress: Afghans training Afghans

the area via security backed 
by national and coali-
tion forces, reconstruction 
projects and humanitarian 
aid delivery. They are also 
responsible for disarming 
and demobilizing militia 
forces and terrorist activity 
throughout the region with 

Leopard 2, you have to hold 
it back because those ponies 
want to run,” commented 
Warrant Officer Bruce Rose 
of The Royal Canadian Dra-
goons.

Training for the next two 
rotations into Afghanistan 
will take place in Germany, 
while the Army and proj-
ect staffs work to bring the 
tanks, maintenance support 
and training resources back 
to Canada. The timeframe 
for the arrival of the Dutch 
tanks in Canada, along with 
the final distribution within 
the Army, has not yet been 
finalized.

The presence of the tanks 
in Afghanistan will improve 

the security environment and 
allow others to focus on the 
reconstruction effort. Their 
role, however, is not limited 
to Afghanistan, regardless of 
where the Army deploys on 

operations in the future. The 
Leopard 2 tank will provide 
an unrivalled operational ca-
pability by deterring attacks 
and providing close direct 
fire support.

the help of the locals.
“I’m extremely proud of 

what my Airmen are do-
ing here with the Afghan 
military and the Afghan 
police,” said Lt. Col. Rob-
ert Ricci, PRT commander 
who is deployed from 
Pope Air Force Base, N.C. 

“They have allowed the lo-
cal authorities to expand 
their capabilities for secu-
rity, and because of that, 
Laghman province is a lot 
safer and that allows all of 
us to work harder to get 
this province, this country, 
on its feet.”
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